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Proceedings

Apologies were received from Will Marriage, Brian Yates, Phil Cottier, Angie Atkins and Richard Handby. The absence of any representation from organisations other than BAFRA was noted with regret.

1 Last year’s changes

No problems with the implementation or interpretation of the rule changes were reported.

It was reported that YKL had apparently made some changes to the playing rules without reference to this committee and without notifing BAFRA of these changes.

2 NCAA rule changes

Rule 1-4-3-b,c,d

Players and Playing Equipment – Contrasting Colours

It was decided NOT to adopt this change.
The committee felt that this was irrelevant to British football.

Rule 1-4-5-i 

Players and Playing Equipment – Illegal Equipment

It was decided to adopt this change.

Add to 1-4-5-i
“Jerseys, undershirts and the exterior of arm pads must be made of unaltered cloth or an elastic fabric with nothing added to enhance contact with a football”

Rule 1-4-5-m

Players and Playing Equipment – Illegal Equipment

It was decided NOT to adopt this change.
We did not adopt the rule requiring gloves to be grey so this change is irrelevant.

Rule 1-4-5-p

Players and Playing Equipment – Illegal Equipment

It was decided NOT to adopt this change.
This relates to a rule does not apply in British football.

Rule 2-3-3-c

Blocking – Chop Block

It was decided to adopt this change. This is a rule involving player safety.

Change 2-3-3-c to read
“A high-low, low- high or low-low combination block by any two offensive players with or without a delay between contacts when the initial contact clearly occurs beyond the neutral zone (i.e., all involved players are beyond the neutral zone) (AR 2-3-3-III and IV)”

Add new
“AR 2-3-3-III
Immediately following the snap, left guard A65 and left tackle A79 simultaneously block B66, who is in the neutral zone. (a) Both contacts are at the thigh. (b) One contact is at the waist and the other at the knee. Ruling: (a) Legal blocks. (b) Legal blocks.”

Add new
“AR 2-3-3-IV
Tight end A87 and wingback A43 are leading the play when both simultaneously block linebacker B17, who is three yards beyond the neutral zone. (a) Both blocks are above the waist. (b) One block is above the waist and the other at the knee. Ruling: (a) Legal blocks. (b) Chop block. Basic spot enforcement.”

Rule 3-5-2-e

Substitutions – Legal Substitutions

It was decided to adopt this change.

Add to 3-5-2-e
“While in the process of substitution or simulated substitution, Team A is prohibited from rushing quickly to the line of scrimmage and snapping the ball with the obvious attempt of creating a defensive disadvantage. The following procedure will be applied.

PENALTY
Dead-ball foul. An official will sound his whistle immediately. Five yards from the succeeding spot [S7 and S22]. The referee will then notify the head coach that any further use of this tactic will result in an unsportsmanlike penalty.

PENALTY
Dead-ball foul. An official will sound his whistle immediately. 15 yards from the succeeding spot [S7 and S27].”

Rule 6-5-3
Fair Catch –
 Illegal Signals
It was decided to adopt this change.

DELETE

Rule 6-5-3 Penalty
Rule 7-1-4-a-4

The Scrimmage – Defensive Team Requirements

It was decided to adopt this change.

Add
“Player(s) aligned in a stationary position within one yard of the line of scrimmage cannot make quick or abrupt actions that are not part of normal defensive player movement in an obvious attempt to cause an offensive player(s) to foul (false start). An official shall sound his whistle immediately.



PENALTY
Dead-ball foul. Five yards from the succeeding spot [S7 and S21].”

Rule 7-3-2-d

Forward Pass – Illegal Forward Pass

It was decided to adopt this change.

Add to 7-3-2-d
“(Exception: It is not a foul when the passer, who is five or more yards towards the sideline from the position of the ball at the snap, throws the ball so that it lands beyond the neutral zone to avoid loss of yardage) (AR 7-3-2-IX)

Add new
“AR 7-3-2-IX
Quarterback A10 sprints out and is five or more yards towards the sideline from the position of the ball at the snap when he throws a legal forward pass that lands beyond the neutral zone. Ruling: It is not intentional grounding when a passer, who is five or more yards towards a sideline from the position of the ball at the snap, and facing loss of yardage, throws a forward pass that lands beyond the neutral zone, even if no eligible offensive player(s) has a reasonable opportunity to catch the ball (including if the ball lands out of bounds over a sideline or endline).”

Rule 7-3-11

Forward Pass – Illegal Touching

It was decided to adopt this change.

Add to 7-3-11
“ . . shall intentionally touch . . “

Rule 9-1-2-e-1

Contact and Interference Fouls – Persons Subject to the Rules Restrictions

It was decided to adopt this change.

Change 9-1-2-e-1 to
“Offensive players at the snap positioned more than seven yards in any direction from the middle lineman of the offensive formation or in motion at the snap are prohibited from blocking below the waist towards the original position of the ball in or behind the neutral zone and within 10 yards beyond the neutral zone.”

Rule 9-3-3-b Penalty

Blocking, Use of Hand and Arm - Use of Hands or Arms by Offense

This rule change was made by NCAA last year but the committee decided then that there was a possible ambiguity in the wording and that it should not be adopted until this was clarified by application for one season. As it seems to have caused no problems in the USA, it was decided to adopt this change. 

Add to 9-3-3-b Penalty”10 yards from the previous spot for holding behind the neutral zone when the run ends behind the neutral zone or a legal forward pass is thrown. Safety if the holding occurs behind Team A’s goal line.”
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Other suggested changes

Rule 1-2-1-l

The Field – Dimensions
The committee decided to give leagues the option of using NCAA or NFL style hashmarks.

Add to 1-2-1-l
“Leagues may adopt regulations specifying that the inbounds lines are 60’ from the sidelines. (NCAA width)”
Rule 2-2-3-d Exceptions

Definitions – The Ball: Live, Dead, Loose

The committee noted that the NCAA treatment of fumbles had gradually changed over several years and was now the same as the British rules, with the exception of rules regarding fumbles on 4th down or PAT attempts. In the interests of consistency, the committee agreed to adopt changes to rules 2-2-3-d, 4-1-3-j, 7-2-2 and 8-3-2-d-5 as follows.

Insert into 2-2-3-d
“. . . a fumble (Exceptions: Rules 7-2-2-a-2, 7-2-2-b-2 and 8-3-2-d-5) or a backward. . . “
Insert new 4-1-3-j and renumber subsequent sections of 4-1-3
“When, on fourth down before a change of team possession, a Team A fumble is caught or recovered by a Team A player other than the fumbler (Rules 7-2-2-a and b).”

Change 7-3-2 to read
“A backward pass or fumble may be caught or recovered by any inbounds player,

a. If caught in flight, the ball continues in play (AR 7-2-2-I and II)

Exceptions:

1. Rule 8-3-2-d-5

2. When on fourth down, before a change of team possession, a Team A fumble is caught in advance of the fumble by a Team A player other than the fumbler, the ball is dead and returned to the spot of the fumble. If the fumble is caught behind the spot of the fumble by a Team a player other than the Team A fumbler, the ball is dead at that spot.

b. If recovered by the fumbling or passing team, the ball continues in play (AR 2-23-1-I).

Exceptions:

1. 1Rule 8-3-2-d-5

2. When on fourth down, before a change of team possession, a Team A fumble is recovered in advance of the fumble by a Team A player other than the fumbler, the ball is dead and returned to the spot of the fumble. If the fumble is recovered behind the spot of the fumble by a Team a player other than the Team A fumbler, the ball is dead at that spot.

c. If recovered by an opponent of the fumbling team, the ball continues in play.

d. If recovered by an opponent of the passing team, the ball continues in play.

e. If a backward pass or fumble is caught or recovered simultaneously by opposing players, the ball becomes dead and belongs to the team last in possession (Exceptions: rules 7-2-2-a Exception 2, 7-2-2-b Exception 2 and 8-3-2-d-5).

Insert new 8-3-2-d-5
Before a change of team possession, a Team A player fumbles and the ball is caught or recovered by any Team A player other than the fumbler. There is no Team a score (AR 8-3-2-IX-XI).”

Rule 3-1-3


Extra Periods

Recognising that BCAFL had chosen to adopt the NCAA tiebreaker for use in play-off games, the committee agreed to change this rule to give leagues the option of which tie breaker system to use.

Add to 3-1-3
“Leagues may adopt regulations to use the NCAA tiebreaker. (This is included as an appendix to the rules)”
Rule 6-1-2-b


Free kicks

It was agreed to adopt this change. It is recognised as a safety related rule intended to reduce the size of a pile up around the ball during an onside kick.

Insert into 6-1-2-b
“. . .behind the ball. At least four Team A players must be on each side of the kicker. After a . . .”
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To note NCAA editorial changes
Rule 1-4-11


Players and Playing Equipment – Use of Tobacco
It was decided NOT to adopt this rule but to place a comment on the use of tobacco in the Points of Emphasis.

Rule 1-4-12


Players and Playing Equipment – New Equipment

It was decided NOT to adopt this rule which is essentially a statement that the NCAA and the NCAA Rules Committee take no responsibility for the safety of any piece of football equipment and was felt to be an inappropriate inclusion in the rule book.

All other editorial changes were adopted, including the following, which is essentially a rule change.

Rule 9-3-4-e-Penalty


Use of Hands or Arms by Defense

Insert into 9-3-4-e Penalty
“. . .eligible receiver prior to the pass being touched. [S38 . . .)”

This change means that fouls against eligible receivers which are not pass interference only carry an automatic first down if the foul happens before the pass is touched. If after touching, only the yardage part of the penalty applies.

5
To discuss any other business raised by members of the committee

a
The committee noted that two items have been added to the list of rules which permit leagues to stipulate in their regulations what course of action is to be followed. As such stipulations have, in the past, caused confusion when they have not been notified to BAFRA, it was agreed to insert after the list on page 13 of the rule book the following statement;

“Such stipulations only come into force when they have been published in BAFRA Newsflash”

b
Dave Allan informed the committee that, having served as chairman for 5 years, he would stand down from this post at the end of this year. The committee recorded a vote of thanks for his contribution to the committee.

6
To set the date of the next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Saturday, 6th October 2001. The time and place of the meeting to be circulated with the agenda.

